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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify gender injustice in child marriage through a literature
review and bibliometric approach. The data analysed come from the Scopus and
Web of Science databases, covering 126 journals published between 1990 and
2024. Bibliometric methods were applied using R Studio (Biblioshiny) and
VOSviewer software to identify research trends, collaboration patterns, and
geographical and topical distributions in the existing literature. The results show
an increase in the number of publications each year, with the United States,
India, and the United Kingdom being the countries with the highest research
contributions. Author analysis identified Koski A, Na N, and Sethi D as the most
productive authors. At the same time, McGill University and Mashhad
University of Medical Sciences had the highest number of publications. The study
recommends several areas for further research. First, further research can
conduct a more in-depth investigation into the socioeconomic impacts of child
marriage, especially in high-risk regions. Second, Multidisciplinary research
involving the legal field to strengthen regulations, the health field to mitigate
reproductive impacts, the education field to encourage access to learning, and
the economy for family empowerment can provide a comprehensive and
sustainable solution to the issue of child marriage.
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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi riset tentang pernikahan anak
menggunakan studi literatur dan pendekatan bibliometrik. Data yang dianalisis
berasal dari database Scopus dan Web of Science, mencakup 126 jurnal yang
dipublikasikan antara tahun 1990 hingga 2024. Metode bibliometrik diterapkan
dengan perangkat lunak R Studio (Biblioshiny) dan VOSviewer untuk
mengidentifikasi tren penelitian, pola kolaborasi, serta distribusi geografis dan
topikal dalam literatur yang ada. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan peningkatan
jumlah publikasi setiap tahun, dengan Amerika Serikat, India, dan Inggris
sebagai negara dengan kontribusi penelitian tertinggi. Analisis terhadap penulis
menunjukkan Koski A, Na N, dan Sethi D sebagai penulis paling produktif,
sementara McGill University dan Mashhad University of Medical Sciences
merupakan institusi dengan jumlah publikasi terbanyak. Penelitian ini
merekomendasikan beberapa kajian lanjutan. Pertama, penelitian yang lebih
mendalam mengenai dampak sosioekonomi pernikahan anak, terutama di
wilayah yang rentan. Kedua, studi perbandingan antarnegara terkait praktik
terbaik dalam mengurangi angka pernikahan anak, dengan memperhatikan
perbedaan konteks budaya, hukum, dan ekonomi. Terakhir, penelitian
multidisipliner yang melibatkan bidang hukum untuk memperkuat regulasi,
bidang kesehatan untuk mitigasi dampak reproduksi, bidang pendidikan untuk
mendorong akses belajar, dan ekonomi untuk pemberdayaan keluarga agar dapat
menlzberikan solusi komprehensif dan berkelanjutan terhadap isu pernikahan
anak.
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Introduction

Child marriage is defined in law No. 35 year 2014 Article 1 Paragraph 1 as a marriage
that has not reached the age of 18 years, including those who are still in the womb. Based on
the World Vision report, in 2024, 650 million women and girls who are currently alive have
been married by the age of children (World Vision Australia, n.d.). In Indonesia, data from
BPS released by Kompas.id in 2024 illustrated that there is a total of 10,5% of children
experience child marriage each year (Kompas, 2024). This phenomenon highlights the need
for more effective interventions and policies to reduce the number of child marriages in
Indonesia and around the world.

This study is relevant to Indonesia as an archipelagic country with cultural diversity,
education levels, and varying economic conditions. Based on the 2020 BPS, Bappenas,
UNICEF, and PUSKAPA reports, the islands of Sulawesi and Kalimantan recorded a higher
prevalence of child marriage than the national average. In Sulawesi, the prevalence rate ranged
from 14-19 per cent, with West Sulawesi recording the highest prevalence at 19.43 per cent
and South Sulawesi the lowest at 14.10 per cent. Meanwhile, in Kalimantan, the prevalence
ranged from 11.54 per cent in East Kalimantan to 19.13 per cent in Central Kalimantan. In
Sumatra, Bengkulu recorded the highest prevalence of 14.33 per cent, while the lowest is Riau
Islands with 4.68 per cent. Among Java, Bali, and Nusa Tenggara, West Nusa Tenggara has
the highest prevalence of 15.48 per cent, while the lowest number is in DKI Jakarta. North
Maluku and Papua regions recorded the highest prevalence of 13.36%, while Maluku had the
lowest prevalence of 8.94% (BPS et al., 2020).

This significant study needs to be explored in depth for the following reasons. Firstly,
child marriage has been known to pose severe health risks for females, including premature
birth, perinatal mortality, complications during labour, and cervical cancer (Adedokun et al.,
2017), (Irani & Roudsari, 2019), (Lee et al., 2023), (Nour, 2009), (Osakinle & Tayo-Olajubutu,
2017). The absence of access, information, or support for utilising health services adversely
affects the health of children born to women who marry at a young age.(Groot et al., 2018),
(Ngai et al., 2023), (Nour, 2009), (Subramanee et al., 2022). Secondly, child marriage
sometimes restricts educational prospects for girls, thereby diminishing their access to gainful
employment (Adedokun et al., 2017), (Adekoya & Sokunbi, 2021), (Delprato et al., 2015),
(Osakinle & Tayo-Olajubutu, 2017), (Thelma et al., 2021). Third, child marriage may increase
cycles of impoverishment and gender inequality by diminishing women's participation in the
workforce and resulting in their poor earnings (Guimaraes et al., 2020), (Kalamar et al., 2016),
(Nmadu et al., 2018), (Subramanee et al., 2022), (Wodon et al., 2017). Ultimately, the issue of
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child marriage necessitates robust international cooperation, as evidenced by the trend of
worldwide collaboration in this study.

According to prior research, child marriage is influenced by several factors: first,
economic reasons, particularly poverty, significantly contribute to child marriage, as families
frequently marry off their daughters to alleviate financial strain and secure economic stability
(bezie & Addisu, 2019), (Islam & Islam, 2021), (Kibretb, 2015), (Stark, 2018). Second, lack of
education significantly contributes to child marriage. Restricted educational opportunities and
poor parental educational attainment are significantly correlated with child marriage (Anggreni
et al., 2023; Bezie & Addisu, 2019; Islam & Islam, 2021; Kibretb, 2015; Thelma et al., 2023).
Third, cultural norms and specific religious practices that endorse child marriage in particular
locations significantly contribute to its perpetuation, necessitating the formulation of an
interdisciplinary approach (Celik et al., 2018), (Chowdhury, 2004), (Cislaghi et al., 2019),
(Fernandes, 2023), (Gage, 2013), (Melnikas et al., 2020)tackle the issue. Fourth, child marriage
is more prevalent in rural regions than in metropolitan areas, attributable to restricted access to
education and economic possibilities (Crawford, 2022), (Das, 2023), (Nmadu et al., 2018),
(Rizqi et al., 2023), (Subramanee et al., 2022). Fifth, child marriage is frequently compelled by
factors such as illegal sexual activities and out-of-wedlock pregnancies in order to mitigate
social stigma and guarantee the child’s legal status (Lowrie, 1965), (Susanti, 2020).

The government can mitigate child marriage by providing economic support to low-
income households and delivering health education on the risks associated with child marriage.
These policies offer choices for youngsters to pursue their education, assist families in
overcoming poverty, and furnish comprehensive reproductive health awareness.  These
initiatives must be solidified by persistent legal enforcement to guarantee successful safeguards
against child marriage (Das, 2023), (Kalamar et al., 2016), (Nmadu et al., 2018).

Method

The present study employed a bibliometric method to examine how the issue of gender
inequality in child marriage is discussed in the scientific literature. Bibliometric analysis is a
quantitative approach focusing on studying the published literature in a particular field of
knowledge (Ninkov et al., 2021). Bibliometric analysis enables scholars to discern significant
trends within a study domain, recognise patterns across particular studies, and display
bibliometric data to enhance comprehension (Ding et al., 2024), (Duan et al., 2022), (Sabri et
al., 2024).
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This study was executed in three primary phases illustrated in Figure 1: data collecting,
visualisation, and analysis. The initial phase of our investigation involved the identification of
pertinent keywords to locate appropriate articles. The employed keywords were ‘“child
marriage” OR “early marriage” OR “underage marriage” AND “gender inequality” OR
“gender bias” OR “gender discrimination.” The search was performed utilising the Scopus and
Web of Science databases for publications published from 1990 to 2024. The papers were
subsequently retrieved in BibTeX format. The overall number of publications comprised 115
documents from Scopus and 70 from Web of Science, resulting in 126 papers. This figure does
not represent a direct summing of the two databases, as many papers are listed on both
platforms (Scopus and Web of Science). During the consolidation process, duplicate articles
were eliminated, yielding a total of 126 distinct documents. Subsequently, the records were
further condensed for deeper analysis.

Following the data collection, the subsequent phase was data visualisation. The data
retrieved was transformed into Excel format to enhance the subsequent analysis procedure. The
data was subsequently processed with R Studio software (incorporating the Biblioshiny
package) and VOSviewer to generate bibliometric visuals. R Studio (Biblioshiny) provides
robust capabilities for data visualisation and network analysis in bibliometric research. It is
crucial for spotting trends, significant works, and essential research domains across multiple
disciplines, including machine learning, marketing, social science, and financial technology.
The integration of this program with VOSviewer improves the capacity to perform thorough
bibliometric analyses (Benziane et al., 2022), (Mamia et al., 2022), (Moral-Mufioz et al., 2020),
(Nasir et al., 2020), (Salehpour, 2022).

The concluding phase entailed data analysis, encompassing the examination of results,
a literature study, and further investigation. The graphical data underwent additional analysis
to comprehend the distribution of research, significant trends, and contributions from various
authors and institutions within the area. This analysis’s results are examined about gender in
child marriage, along with suggestions for future research. This methodology aims to deliver
an extensive overview of gender disparity in child marriage via a bibliometric approach. The
recent study employs suitable visualisation and analytical tools to uncover recurring themes
and patterns in the existing literature, offering valuable insights for future research in this

domain.
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e ("gender inequality" OR "gender bias" OR "gender discrimination"
Data Collection ¢ Database: Scopus, Web Of Science (1990-2024) )
N
® Export and Data Visualization: R Studio (Biblioshiny) dan Vosviewer
Phase 2
Data Visualization y
N
* Analysis and Discussion of the Results by Comparing
Phase 3 with Previous Literature
Data Analysis y

Figure 1. Methods and research phases
Source: (processed by researchers, 2024)

This study employed bibliometric analysis, as illustrated in Figure 1, to discern
significant trends in the literature, patterns of international collaboration, and the prevalence of
the most often addressed themes. The research gap found in prior studies is the absence of a
comprehensive mapping of research pertaining to gender issues within the setting of child
marriage. The current research aims to address this gap by delineating studies about gender
concerns in child marriage. This study is significant due to its possible impact on the
advancement of science and policy regarding child marriage. This research offers a robust
database and comprehensive analysis that can be applied by future investigators in further

studies.

Result and Discussion

Overview of Research on Child Marriage in The World
One hundred twenty-six documents addressing gender concerns in child marriage were

published between 1990 and 2024. The data processing results from Biblioshiny indicate an
annual growth rate of 7.58% for papers. This signifies a substantial rise in interest and focus
on child marriage and gender issues within the scientific literature. The research encompassed
435 writers, comprising 403 cooperatively authored articles and 32 pieces authored

individually. International collaboration was significant, with 13.49% of articles co-authored

344



Jurnal Aristo (Social, Politic, Humaniora) Vol. 13, No.1 (2025): January, pp. 340 - 360

by authors from other countries. This indicates that gender concerns in child marriage have

global significance and engage scholars from various regions worldwide. Furthermore, these

will be examined to discern primary trends and find patterns in studies concerning gender in

child marriage. This discovery aligns with prior studies employing bibliometric techniques to

investigate trends in gender studies and public health research (Groot et al., 2018). From the

total number of 126 documents, numerous studies are significantly associated with gender in

marriage between children, including the following:

Table 1. Research in Gender in Child Marriage

No Author's Name Title Year Number
of
Citations
1 Arthur M.; Earle Child marriage laws around the world: 2018 66
A, Raub A, Minimum marriage age, legal exceptions,
Vincent |.; Atabay and gender disparities (Arthur et al.,
E. 2018).
2 Sarfo E.A.; Salifu Understanding child marriage in Ghana: 2022 22
Yendork J.; Naidoo The constructions of gender and sexuality
AV. and implications for married girls (Sarfo
et al., 2022).
3 Shukla S.; Association  between public health 2023 7
Ezebuihe JA,; emergencies and sexual and reproductive
Steinert J.1. health, gender-based violence, and early
marriage among adolescent girls: a rapid
review (Shukla et al., 2023).
4 Lee-Koo K. Conceptualizing conflict-related child 2022 1
Gordon E. and early marriage as insecurity: at the
intersection of gender and age (Lee-Koo
& Gordon, 2022).
5 Ashok S.; Mughal Mother's Age at Marriage and Gender- 2024 0
M.; Javed R. Differential in Child Schooling: Evidence
from Pakistan (Ashok et al., 2024).
6 Fan S.; Koski A. The health consequences of child 2022 33
marriage: a systematic review of the
evidence (Fan & Koski, 2022).
7 Koski, A; Clark S Child marriage in Canada (Koski & 2021 15
Clark, 2021).
Women's Marital Experiences Following
Premarital Fertility in Sub-Saharan
Africa (Smith-Greenaway et al., 2021).
8 Fan S.; Qian Y. Child marriage in mainland China (Fan et 2022 11
Koski A. al., 2022).
9 Kaynak Malatyali A social dominance theory perspective 2017 10
M.; Kaynak B.D.; on attitudes toward girl child marriages in
Hasta D. Turkey: The legitimizing role of
ambivalent sexism (Kaynak Malatyal et
al., 2017).
10 Lowe H.; Kenny ‘If she gets married when she is young, 2022 9

L.; Hassan R.;
Bacchus L.J;
Njeru M.

she will give birth to many kids’: a
qualitative study of child marriage
practices amongst nomadic pastoralist
communities in Kenya (Lowe et al.,
2022).
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11 Shukla S, Association  between public health 2023 7
Ezebuihe JA,; emergencies and sexual and reproductive
Steinert J.1. health, gender-based violence, and early
marriage among adolescent girls: a rapid
review(Shukla et al., 2023).
12 Menz S. Statelessness and child marriage as 2016 7
intersectional phenomena: instability,
inequality, and the role of the
international community (Menz, 2016).
13 Patoari M.M.H. Causes and effects of Child Marriage in 2020 6
Bangladesh: gender inequality
perspectives (Patoari, 2020).
14 Ratnaningsih  M.; Child Marriage Acceptance Index 2022 6
Wibowo HR,; (CMAI) as a measure of Gender
Goodwin N.J.; inequality (Ratnaningsih et al., 2021).
Reza T.
15 Judiasih S.D,; Efforts to eradicate child marriage 2020 5
Rubiati B.; practices and Gender inequality in Sub-
Yuanitasari D,; Saharan Africa (Judiasih et al., 2020)
Saleh M.
16 Nurmala I.; Astutik Reasons  Women  Continue  the 2020 5
F.N.; Devi Y.P. Traditional Practice of Child Marriage: A
Study of Gender Inequality (Nurmala et
al., 2020).
17 DiGiuseppe  M.; The Surge in Marriages in Wartime: The 2023 5
Haer R. Effect of Armed Conflict on Child
Marriage and  Gender Inequality
(DiGiuseppe & Haer, 2023).
18 O'Quinn J. Mapping the literature on child marriage: 2021 3
A critical engagement (O’Quinn, 2021).
19 Tsaneva, Magda Effect of weather variability on child 2020 5
marriage in Bangladesh (Tsaneva, 2020).
20 Chauhan, S.; Prevalence, determinants and socio- 2020 16
Sekher, TV, economic inequality of early marriage
Kumar, P.; among men in India (Chauhan et al.,
Srivastava, S.; 2020).
Patel, R.
21 Kumari,  Nutan; Trend and determinants of early marriage 2020 13
Shekhar, Chander in Rajasthan: Evidence from the national
family health survey (Kumari & Shekhar,
2023).
22 Shenky  Verma; The association between early marriage 2022 3
Vipin Vijay Nair and intimate partner violence in Egypt
(Verma & Nair, 2022).
23 JM Elengemoke & Early Marriage and correlates among 2021 7
Susuman young women in sub-Saharan African
countries (Elengemoke & Susuman,
2021).
24 Mathabatha, Multilevel modelling of the determinants 2023 -
Shirley M. L.; of early marriage among women aged 20-

Tsawe, Mlulek

49 years in South Africa (Mathabatha &
Tsawe, 2023).

Source: processed by researchers, (2024)

Table 1 illustrates that gender-related concerns in child marriage are extensively

acknowledged across all professions and regions. Studies on gender in child marriage indicate
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multiple contributory elements, including legal regulations, socioeconomic situations, the
impact of crises and conflicts, and religious and cultural customs. In short, these studies
establish a foundation for comprehending the intricacies of child marriage-related concerns and

formulating effective strategies to tackle gender in child marriage.

Most Relevant Author
This section presents the most significant writers who have addressed gender concerns

in child marriage, as illustrated in the subsequent graph:

Bacchus
8%

Arthur M
%

Figure 2. Number of Authors on Gender Issues in Child Marriage
Source: (processed by researchers, 2024)

Figure 2 illustrates the most prominent authors in the domain of gender studies of
child marriage. Koski A has four articles. Na N and Sethi D own three articles each. On the
other hand, Aboulghar M, Albertini D., Allen J, Arthur M, Bacchus L., Bhattacharya S, and
Crosignani P. each hold two articles. In this regard, Koski A authored more papers than any
other writer, highlighting her peak productivity in studies concerning gender in child

marriage, in which Na N and Sethi D succeeded.

Collaboration Network Visualization
Collaboration Network Visualization demonstrates the solid interactions and

divisions among writers within the scholarly community. Collaboration Networks about

gender in child marriage encompasses the following:
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Figure 3. Collaboration Network Visualization
Source: (Vosviewer, 2024)

Figure 3, produced by VOSviewer, exhibits the collaborative network among writers
about gender in child marriage. Each node signifies an author, whereas the connecting line
denotes collaboration or co-authorship among the authors. The thicker line between the two
authors indicates a higher frequency of collaboration in their study. Certain authors exhibit
more collaborations than others, as evidenced by the number of lines linked to their nodes. The
author “Braeken, d.” occupies a central position in the network, evidenced by several
connections to other authors, signifying extensive partnerships with various individuals.

Other authors, including Sundaram, L. and Schoonne, E., also exhibit several
partnerships. However, fewer than Braeken, D. Furthermore, specific groups or clusters of
writers engage in more intensive collaboration, indicating the presence of subgroups within this

collaborative network.

Most Relevant Affiliation
Most Relevant Affiliation indicates the association of the foremost author in the study
concerning gender concerns in child marriage. The subsequent table presents the number of

articles about gender in child marriage produced by universities globally:

Table 2. Number of publications according to campus affiliation

University Names Number Of
Publications
McGill University 15

Mashhad University

of Medical Science 10
University of 6
Cambridge

University of 6
Toronto
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Aga Khan University 5

Popes Coll 5
Autonomous
Bharathidasan

e 4
University
Monash University 4

Aberdeen University 4
Source: (processed by researchers, 2024)

Table 2 reveals that prominent institutions, such as McGill University and Mashhad

University, engage with the issue of gender in child marriage, highlighting their particular
expertise or research emphasis. The involvement of multiple universities from various
nations signifies that this study holds global significance.
Countries Collaboration World Map
The Countries Collaboration Map visually depicts the strength of research
contributions from various nations around gender in child marriage. The subsequent image

illustrates the contributions of different countries on the subject matter:

Longitude

Figure 4. Countries Collaboration World Map
Source: (biblioshiny, 2024)

Figure 4 presents a globe map of countries shaded based on the magnitude of research
contributions regarding gender in child marriage. The dark blue hue signifies a substantial
research contribution, whereas the light blue hue denotes a lesser contribution. As indicated,
The United States leads in research contributions, succeeded by India and the United Kingdom.
Furthermore, the lines linking nations illustrate global research cooperation. This data indicates
that (Ninkov et al., 2021) research on gender in child marriage possesses a worldwide breadth,
characterised by substantial international collaboration. Nonetheless, study contributions are
predominantly concentrated on particular countries, indicating that the topic is garnering

increased attention in certain regions compared to others. The absence of data from specific

349



Jurnal Aristo (Social, Politic, Humaniora) Vol. 13, No.1 (2025): January, pp. 340 - 360

regions underscores the necessity for enhanced research initiatives in these locales. The
collaboration patterns identified in this study align with those documented in worldwide health
and social science research networks (Ninkov et al., 2021).

Wordcloud Analysis

WordCloud Analysis visually depicts the quantity of key terms in the literature. Terms

with more frequency are presented in a larger font size, unlike those that occur less frequently.

populslusa charsciensies
mlimate partner iolence

1T T ——
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youmg aduit novcnvh socioeconomic factors
reoroectve beslth | 10 "manm
educational status

Bunzsn ex periment

Figure 5. Wordcloud Analysis
Source: (biblioshiny, 2024)

Figure 5 illustrates that the predominant keywords, including “female,” “child,”

99 ¢

“adolescent,” “marriage,” and “human,” signify that the primary concerns of this study revolve
around the effects of child marriage on women and children, along with numerous demographic
and health-related variables. The recurrent appearance of the terms “education” and “gender
inequality” suggests that these concepts are essential subjects in the examination of child
marriage. The terms “pregnancy,” “health,” and “reproductive health” indicate considerable
focus on health and the detrimental effects of child marriage on reproductive health. The terms

“socioeconomic factors” and “poverty” highlight that this research is frequently situated within

a socioeconomic context, especially in developing nations.

Keyword Visualization
Keyword Visualization offers a graphical representation of the interconnections of terms
in scientific literature, aiding researchers in pinpointing study focal points, comprehending

conceptual links, and uncovering nascent research trends. The figure is as follows.
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Figure 6. Worldcloud Analysis
Source: (biblioshiny, 2024)

Figure 6 contains numerous interrelated terms. In the literature, these terms are
categorised according to their co-occurrence rate. Keywords like “female,” “child,”
“marriage,” and “gender inequality” regularly co-occur, indicating that research often examines
the effects of child marriage on women and gender disparity.

In addition, identified research emphasis areas encompass the physiological,
educational, and socioeconomic ramifications of child marriage. Terms such as “health,”

29 <<

“education,” “socioeconomic,” and “gender inequality” are prevalent, emphasising that studies
in this domain examine the impact of child marriage on various facets of individuals' lives,
particularly women and children. Co-occurrence analysis illustrates concepts' interrelation,
wherein specific terms often appear in conjunction within the literature. The notion of "gender
inequality” is frequently linked to "education™ and "health,” indicating that discussions on
gender inequality generally revolve around its effects on access to these domains. The
following is a co-occurrence analysis of keywords in papers addressing gender in child

marriage.
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Figure 7. Co-occurrence Analysis
Source: (biblioshiny, 2024)

Figure 7 illustrates that the prominent nodes represent the principal terms in the study

29 ¢¢

of gender in child marriage: “female,” “human,” “marriage,” and “child.” Certain terms, such
as 'female’ and ‘child," are associated with others like 'marriage,’ 'education,” and 'gender
inequality," indicating that academic achievement and gender disparity are highly significant in
the realm of child marriage.

The blue themes often denote the health consequences of child marriage, whereas the
red keywords signify the social and policy consequences linked to child marriage. The
research's geographical emphasis is apparent in keywords like 'India’ and 'Asia," signifying an
ongoing interest in the current state of children within specific regions, particularly concerning
health, education, socioeconomic factors, and policy issues.

Research trends indicate a growing interest in concerns related to child marriage.
Bibliometric research indicates a rising trend in the volume of literature on such subjects over
the years. The United States, India, and the United Kingdom are the primary contributors to the
studies, with several international collaborations evident in the author network. The research
is often disjointed and dominated by a limited number of main author groups, indicating a

necessity for more cross-disciplinary and international partnerships.

Factorial Analysis
Factorial Analysis is a type of statistics employed to identify concealed structures or
trends among diverse observed data (Osareh, 2003). This method compresses data by

pinpointing the principal components that elucidate the link among various variables (Lloret-
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Segura et al., 2014). In bibliometric analysis, factor analysis identifies clusters of key phrases
that frequently co-occur, elucidating the interrelationships among keywords according to their

appearance patterns in the body of literature (Gorzen-Mitka et al., 2020).
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Figure 8 presents a factorial analysis depicting the spread of themes in the research of
gender in child marriage. The horizontal (Dimension 1) and vertical (Dimension 2) axes denote
the two principal aspects that elucidate the variance in the data. Keywords such as “developing
country,” “socioeconomic factors,” and “educational status” are located in the upper right part,
implying a close relationship between socioeconomic factors and educational status in the
context of developing countries. The terms “reproductive health,” “child marriage,” and
“violence” fall nearer to the centre, signifying their broader and more prevalent significance
across many research contexts. The terms “association” and “women” on the left suggest a
greater specificity but diminished general importance than the other keywords. In addition,

29 ¢¢

terms such as “gender inequality,” “marriage,” and “education” are closely related, suggesting
that these topics are frequently examined in conjunction with the literature. These findings
demonstrate a holistic perspective to the study of gender in child marriage, encompassing
health, education, socioeconomic, and demographic issues. This view indicates that the study
encompasses a complete examination of the subject from various viewpoints rather than

concentrating on a singular component.

Conclusion
This study comprehensively examines gender in child marriage through bibliometric
analysis. Research patterns indicate an upward trend in publications concerning the subject,

demonstrating intensified interest and focus among academics. The United States, India, and
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the United Kingdom are the primary contributors to the studies, with several global partnerships
evident in the author network. The top scholars in this domain are Koski A, Na N, and Sethi
D, recognised for their substantial publishing records.  McGill University and Mashhad
University of Medical Sciences are the foremost institutes contributing to studies on gender in
child marriage. Furthermore, Keyword and co-occurrence analysis revealed that the core
concerns of this research encompass the health, educational, and social effects of child
marriage, particularly concerning mothers and children. Keywords such as “female,” “child,”

9 ¢C

“adolescent,” “marriage,” and “gender inequality” appear frequently, indicating that the
research examines the broad impact of child marriage on various aspects of life.

Based on the analysis of collaboration networks, research in this area tends to be
fragmented, with a few key author groups leading collaborations. This suggests the need for
more efforts to increase cross-disciplinary and cross-country collaboration in research on
gender in child marriage. This study fills a gap in the literature by providing a comprehensive
analysis of gender in child marriage and demonstrates the significance of a multidisciplinary
approach in examining this issue. In addition, the study highlights the need to increase research
in underrepresented areas and the importance of international collaboration in advancing
understanding of the impact of child marriage. Numerous suggestions exist for forthcoming
research about child marriage. Firstly, in the domain of social science, it is suggested that
studies be carried out that examine the socioeconomic effects of child marriage through a
contextual lens and field studies in regions susceptible to this practice. Secondly, comparative
analyses among nations are essential to discern optimal strategies for diminishing child
marriage rates, considering each country’s variances in cultural contexts, legal frameworks,
and economic circumstances. Ultimately, interdisciplinary research incorporating the legal
domain to enhance regulations, the health sector to alleviate reproductive consequences, the
education sphere to promote access to learning, and the economic realm for strengthening

families can yield holistic and sustainable remedies for the problem of child marriage.
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